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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Lines 12 and 13 of 
the claim recite "...and the teeth of the toothed piece (3) engage with the teeth of the 
toothed slide (4)..." There is lack of antecedent basis for "the teeth" in both uses of the 
limitation above. "The teeth" are not positively claimed in claim 1 . Examiner suggests 
deleting "the" before each use of the term "teeth" in lines 12 and 13. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

■ 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

4. Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "can be" renders the claim indefinite because it is 

« 

unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP § 2173.05(d). "Can be" does not assert that the locking block has two 
positions. "Can be" merely declares the locking block is "capable of being in two 
positions and requires the prior art to merely be "capable of. Appropriate correction is 
required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Loreti 
(US 61 19495). 

7. Regarding claim 1 , Loreti shows a key-changeable lock, comprising a lock 
housing (1 ), and a lock cylinder (9) provided within the lock housing, the lock cylinder 
including a shell (outer surface of cylinder 9) for the lock cylinder, a locking hole (10) 
provided on the shell and into which a key (C) can be inserted, and a locking block (23) 
slidably mounted on the shell, wherein a sliding block (18) is slidably provided in the 
shell, the locking block is abutted against the sliding block, toothed slides (17) are 
slidably provided within the sliding block, and a toothed piece (20) provided with a block 
groove (22) is slidably disposed within the shell, and wherein the locking block can be 
located at two working positions, and at a first working position, the locking block is not 
held in the block groove and the teeth of the toothed piece engage with the teeth of the 
toothed slide (figure 18), and at a second working position, the locking block is held in 
the block groove and the teeth of the toothed piece disengage from those of the toothed 

■ 

slide (figure 19). 

8. Regarding claim 2, springs (19) are provided between the sliding block and the 
shell. 
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9. Regarding claim 3, a compression spring (26) is provided between the toothed 
slide and the sliding block. 

1 0. Regarding claim 4, the sliding direction of the sliding block is perpendicular to 
that of the toothed piece. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 5, a contactor (toothed slide surface where locking hole meets 
slide; see figure below) is fixed on the toothed slide and located within the locking hole. 

12. Regarding claim 6, a locking groove (3) is provided on the lock housing; when 
the locking block is located at the first working position, the locking block is received in 
the locking groove; and each side face of the locking groove is provided with a guiding 

slant (see figure 18; groove 3 is shaped (slanted) like bar 23). See the Loreti device 

.,,< » 

below. 



a 
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FIG. 18 FIG. 19 



Conclusion 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Strader (US 2005/0016234), Armstrong (US 6860131 ) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kristina R. Gluchowski whose telephone number is 571- 
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272-7376. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7am-4:30pm, 
alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 



Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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BRIAN E. GLESSNER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



